
HOW TO SHARE THE GOSPEL 
CONVERSIONS FROM THE BOOK OF ACTS (Lesson 3) 

 

The Book of Acts is not only a book of history, but also a book of conversions. If one genuinely wants to 

know what to do to be saved, he can read the book of Acts and find the Biblical answer. Let us first 

consider eight examples of conversions found in the Book of Acts. The following chart will enable one to 

clearly see what these people did to be saved. 

PREACHING BELIEVED REPENTED CONFESSED BAPTIZED SAVED 

Pentecost 

Acts 2:14-41 

  Repented 

vs. 37-38 

  Were Baptized 

vs. 38-41 

Remission of 

Sins 

vs. 38-47; Saved 

Folks of Samaria 

Acts 8:5-13 

Believed 

v. 12 

    Were Baptized 

vs. 12-13 

  

The Eunuch 

Acts 8:35-39 

Believed 

vs. 36-37 

  Confessed 

v. 37 

Was Baptized 

v. 38 

Went on his way 

Rejoicing – v. 39 

Saul 

Acts 9:1-20 

      Was Baptized 

v. 18 

Sins were 

washed 

Away; Acts 

22:16 

Cornelius 

Acts 10:34-48 

Believed 

v. 43 

    Was Baptized 

v. 48 

Remission of 

sins 

v. 43 

Lydia 

Acts 16:13 

Gave Heed 

v. 14 

    Was Baptized 

v. 15 

  

The Jailer 

Acts 16:32 

Believed 

v. 31 

 Acts 17:20 

Acts 26:20 

  Was Baptized 

v. 33 

  

The Corinthians 

Acts 18:8 

Believed 

v. 8 

    Were Baptized 

v. 8 

  



 The student of God’s Word will note that teaching or preaching occurred in each instance of salvation 

recorded above. It is true that "belief cometh of hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ" (Rom. 10:17). 

The astute student will also note the fact that baptism is mentioned in every case of conversion. Man-

made denominations insist that baptism is not required for one to be saved, but the Word of God declares 

that the act of baptism is indeed a perquisite in every case of conversion. 

Let us now study the conversion of Saul of Tarsus (the apostle Paul). In studying an incident or subject, let 

us always remember to read all the verses that pertain to said incident or subject. Thus, in studying Acts 

9:1-20, we must not forget the apostle’s inspired comments about the matter in Acts 22 and 26. 

PAUL – A RELIGIOUS MAN WHO WAS LOST 

It may surprise some to learn that a person can be very religious and yet very lost! To the Galatians Paul 

said, "For ye have heard of my manner of life in time past in the Jews' religion, how that beyond measure 

I persecuted the church of God, and made havoc of it: and I advanced in the Jews' religion beyond many 

of mine own age among my countrymen, being more exceedingly zealous for the traditions of my 

fathers" (Gal. 1:13-14). Although very sincere and very religious, Paul spent his early years "breathing 

threatening and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord…" (Acts 9:1). At one point in his life, Paul 

thought he was right regarding his former religious convictions. 

People today can be very religious and yet lost. Many today say, "I just know that I am saved." How do 

they know? The only way to know if you are saved is to let the Bible tell you. It really matters not what I 

may "think" or "feel" about my soul’s salvation. Paul "felt" that he was doing a great service for God during 

the time that he was committed to the Jew’s religion. The truth of the matter is that God said Paul was 

persecuting Him and making havoc of the Lord’s church. 

The Lord and Savior addressed this very matter in saying, "Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, 

shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father who is in heaven. Many 

will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy by thy name, and by thy name cast out demons, 

and by thy name do many mighty works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from 

me, ye that work iniquity" (Matt. 7:21-23). Only those who obey the Lord will be accepted into that eternal 

home. 

Multitudes today work fervently in man-made churches but in that day the Lord will say, "And why call ye 

me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say" (Luke 6:46)? It is indeed sad to see so many zealously 

calling upon the name of the Lord while refusing to obey His commands. Who is the authority  in religion? 

It is not man – but God! If we truly love Christ, we will keep His commandments (John 14:15). 

Paul had to change his religious convictions to save his soul. Dear reader, could it be that your religious 

convictions are not founded upon the Word of God? Can the church of which you are a member be found 

in the Bible? Does the plan of salvation you obeyed agree or disagree with the one in the above chart? 

Just remember that the devil doesn’t mind religious people who are wrong in their beliefs because he 

knows they are lost. Would you like to study what the Bible has to say about the gospel plan of salvation 

and the church that Christ purchased with His blood? Paul knew that his soul was too important to not 

change his beliefs once he realized he was wrong. 

 



SINCERE PRAYER ? 

Some today are convinced that if one will pray long enough and hard enough that he will be saved. Let it 

be clear that we do not make light of the sincere prayer of anyone, but the act of prayer is not the means 

of salvation for the alien sinner. One is saved only when he obeys God’s plan of salvation. The gospel 

states that before one can be saved he must believe (Heb. 11:6), repent of his sins (Luke 13:3), confess 

Christ (Rom. 10:9-10) and be baptized for the remission of his sins (Acts 2:38). All the prayers in the world 

will not take the place of obeying Christ’s commands. 

BELIEF ALONE IS NOT SUFFICIENT TO SAVE ONE’S SOUL 

The false message of "belief only" is proclaimed to millions each week. People are told to accept Jesus 

Christ into their hearts and believe on Him and be saved. If you ask most of those who profess to be 

preachers, they will tell you that the act of baptism is not required for one to become a New Testament 

Christian. And, yet, the Bible chart that was given at the beginning of this article clearly shows 

that every person who was converted was baptized immediately, straightway, or the same hour of the 

night. 

A believer must always act upon the Word of God. This principle can even be seen in the Old Testament. 

Naaman was a leper, and desperately wanted to be healed of this terrible disease. Elisha, a prophet of 

God, "sent a messenger unto him, saying, Go and wash in the Jordan seven times, and thy flesh shall come 

again to thee, and thou shalt be clean. But Naaman was wroth, and went away, and said, Behold, I 

thought, He will surely come out to me, and stand, and call on the name of Jehovah his God, and wave his 

hand over the place, and recover the leper" (2 Kings 5:10-11). 

Naaman was told what God wanted him to do. All the believing in the world would be to no avail until 

Naaman washed seven times in the Jordan River. No other river would suffice. There can be no 

compromising with God’s plan of salvation. It can also be said that Naaman did not truly believe until he 

did what the messenger of God said to do. It is truly faith plus obedience that equals the benefits of what 

God has promised! 

 


